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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-9, and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Zigmund et al. (US 6,698,020 B1). 

Regarding claims 1,15, and 16, Zigmund anticipates the apparatus (ad insertion 
device 80 - fig. 5) (and corresponding method and computer program) for receiving and 
reproducing programs (col. 6, lines 3-12) comprising: 

first receiving means (video switch 90) for receiving programs which are sent via 
a first transmission path (programming delivery/video programming feed; col. 10, lines 
64-67 & col. 15, lines 45-50; 66-fig. 4; col. 8, lines 1-3) to a receiver group 
(broadcast/cable receivers/subscriber devices serviced by a program provider) made up 
of a plurality of program reception apparatuses (col. 8, lines 30-33; col. 7, lines 5-25); 

second receiving means (AD filter 90 - fig. 5) for receiving programs which are 
sent via a second transmission path (AD delivery/advertisement stream) different with 
the first transmission path (col. 1 1 , lines 62-65; col. 14, lines 25-53; col. 1 5, lines 5-8; 
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col. 9, lines 1-4) to a part (at least one receiver/subscriber device) of the receiver group, 
wherein a program (video programming sent on the video programming feed) received 
by the first receiving means (video switch 90) is accompanied, at a predetermined 
timing, with switch information (a trigger event; col. 15, lines 35-61) for specifying a 
program (advertisement) to be received by a different one of the first and second 
receiving means (trigger information indicates an advertisement is to be received by a 
different receiver -AD filter 84- than the one the video programming is received -video 
switch 90-) (col. 15, lines 52-57 & 61-65; in which the triggering specifies when to 
switch from the video programming feed to a selected advertisement from the 
advertisement feed; col. 17, lines 25-32; 112, 114, 116 -fig. 6); 

controlling means (switching decision unit 88) for controlling reception so that 
one of the first and second receiving means receives a program at one time, the 
program (video programming/feed) hereafter referred to as a first program (col. 15, lines 
57-65); and 

extracting means (switch decision unit 88 - fig. 5) for extracting, when the first 
program is accompanied with the switch information, the switch information (col. 1 1 , 
lines 8-13; and col. 15, lines 38-58), 

wherein the controlling means (switch decision unit 88) includes: 
switching means (video switch 90) for switching, when the switch information is 
extracted by the extracting means, the reception from the first program (video 
programming feed) to a second program (advertisement; col. 6, lines 13-29) specified 
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by the extracted switch information (trigger event) (col. 15, lines 57-65 & 35-37; col. 17, 
lines 25-37). 

Regarding claim 2, Zigmund anticipates the controlling means (switch decision 
unit 88) further includes: 

acquiring means for acquiring return information for specifying the first program 
(video programming feed), before the reception is switched from the first program to the 
second program (advertisement) (col. 4, lines 36-51; col. 15, lines 35-37 and lines 40-43 
and lines 55-57; in which Zigmund anticipates a triggering event, implied by the video 
programming feed or based on data from the EPG data, including 
information/instructions indicating the precise time to switch back/return to the 
programming feed); and 

returning means (switch 90) for switching, when the received second program 
(advertisement) is accompanied with a return (advertisement completion) signal, the 
reception from the second program back to the first program specified by the return 
information (col. 17, lines 35-42; in which the video switch returns transmission to the 
video programming feed upon determining there is no more available adds, i.e., it 
detects an ad completion signal accompanying the ads). 

Regarding claim 3, Zigmund anticipates the controlling means (the switch 
decision unit 88) further includes: 
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acxjuiring means for acquiring return information for specifying tfie first program 
(video programming feed), before the reception is switclied from the first program to the 
second program (advertisement) (col. 4, lines 36-51; col. 15, lines 35-37 and lines 40-43 
and lines 55-57; in which Zigmund anticipates the triggering event, implied by the video 
programming feed or based on data from the EPG data, including 
information/instructions indicating the precise time to switch back/return to the 
programming feed); 

counting means for counting a predetermined time (length of an advertisement 
slot) which elapses since the reception is switched from the first program (video 
programming feed) to the second program (advertisement) (col. 16, lines 30-43); and 

returning means (switch 90) for switching, when the predetermined time has 
elapsed, the reception from the second program (advertisement) back to the first 
program (video program feed) specified by the return infonnatlon (col. 4, lines 51-62; 
col. 17, lines 35-37; col. 15, lines 55-57). 

Regarding claim 4, Zigmund anticipates, the switch (trigger event) information 
includes a return time which is a time period from when the reception is switched from 
the first program to the second program to when the reception is switched from the 
second program back to the first program (appropriate time to insert, i.e., interrupt and 
return, the ad feed into the programming feed), and 

the controlling means further includes: 
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acquiring means for acquiring return information for specifying the first program 
(video programming feed), before the reception is switched from the first program to the 
second program (advertisement) (col. 4, lines 36-51; col. 15, lines 35-37 and lines 40-43 
and lines 55-57; in which Zigmund anticipates the triggering event, implied by the video 
programming feed or based on data from the EPG data, including 
information/instructions indicating the precise time to switch back/return to the 
programming feed); 

counting means for counting the return time which elapses since the reception is 
switched from the first program to the second program (col. 16, lines 30-43; which 
inherently discloses a buffer time count in order to use the delay code embedded in the 
video programming, e.g., a nationally broadcasted program feed is paused/buffered for 
30 seconds according to the delay code while an ad is inserted and upon return to the 
video programming feed the buffer will playback the content It stored 30 seconds ago); 
and 

returning means (switch 90) for switching, when the return time has elapsed, the 
reception from the second program back to the first program specified by the return 
information (col. 4, lines 51-52; col. 17, lines 35-37; col. 15, lines 55-57). 

Regarding claim 5, Zigmund anticipates the first receiving means (video switch 
90) receives a program which is broadcast to the plurality of program reception 
apparatuses located in a predetermined geographical area (col. 15, lines 45-47; col. 8, 
lines 29-32; col. 7, lines 2-12 & 17-24; col. 6, lines 30-32), and 
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the second receiving means (ad filter 84) receives a program (advertisement) 
which is broadcast to at least one of the plurality of program reception apparatuses 
located in a part of the predetermined geographical area (col. 8, lines 7-9; col. 12, lines 
1-5; and col. 9, lines 15-20). 

Regarding claim 6, Zigmund anticipates the first receiving means (video switch 
90) receives a satellite broadcast program, and 

The second receiving means (ad filter 84) receives a non-satellite broadcast 
program (col. 12, lines 1-5; col. 9, lines 1-4; and col. 18, lines 22-28; which is 
encompassed in the embodiment of fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 7, Zigmund anticipates the switching means (video switch 90) 
switches the reception from the satellite broadcast program to the non-satellite 
broadcast program (col. 15, lines 57-61; col. 17, lines 28-31). 

Regarding claim 8, Zigmund anticipates the first receiving means receives a main 
program (video programming) which is broadcast across the predetermined 
geographical area (col. 15, lines 45-47; col. 8, lines 29-32; col. 7, lines 2-12 & 17-24; 
col. 6. lines 30-32), and 

the second receiving means receives a commercial (advertisement) or news 
(informational programming)which is broadcast to only the part of the predetermined 
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geographical area (col. 14, lines 25-35 & lines 49-65; col. 9, lines 15-20; col. 6, lines 15- 
29). 

Regarding claim 9, Zigmund anticipates the switching means switches the 
reception from the main program to the commercial or news (col. 15, lines 57-61; col. 
17, lines 28-31). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Zigmund et al. (US 6,698,020 B1). 

Regarding claim 10 Zigmund anticipates the controlling means (switching 
decision unit 88) controls the first receiving means (video switch 90) to receive the first 
program (video programming) which is accompanied with the switch (trigger event) 
information, the switch information including transmitter information (explicit/actual 
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triggering events; col. 8, lines 55-60; col. 9, lines 5-8; in which Zigmund anticipates 
triggering events indicating Ad sources/transmitters), 

the transmitter information showing a transmitter (ad source) of a program 
(advertisement) (col. 9, lines 5-8; in which Zigmund anticipates triggering events 
indicating Ad sources/transmitters), 

the extracting means extracts the switch information accompanying the first 
program (col. 15, lines 49-58; col. 11, lines 8-13), and 

the switching means includes: characteristics information storing means (Viewer 
and system information storage 82- fig. 5) for storing characteristics information 
showing characteristics of the program reception apparatus (system information) or a 
user of the program reception apparatus (viewer information); 

transmitter specifying means for specifying a transmitter, based on transmitter 
infomiation that matches the characteristics information stored in the characteristics 
information storing means (col. 14, lines 25-65; col. 13, lines 7-12; col. 11, lines 24-55); 
and 

switch executing means (video switch 90) for instructing the first receiving means 
to stop receiving the first program, and instructing the second receiving means to 
receive a program from the specified transmitter as the second program (col. 15, lines 
57-66; col. 15, lines 35-37; col. 17, lines 25-37; col. 9, lines 5-8). 

In this embodiment (figure 5), Zigmund fails to disclose characteristics 
information which are in a one-to-one correspondence with the programs that can be 
received by the second receiving means, and the characteristics information showing 
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characteristics of users or program reception apparatuses that should receive the 
program. 

However in another embodiment (figure 8), Zigmund discloses inserting a 
crossover link in the programming feed which indicates Internet capable (characteristic) 
reception apparatuses, e.g., WebTV devices, can receive a one-to-one corresponding 
(internet site/web page related to the address) advertisement (col. 18, lines 38-43 and 
lines 56-66; col. 19, lines 12-21 and lines 34-37). Zigmund does this for offering a wide 
variety of subjects or topics fitting user criteria (preferences) while simultaneously 
displaying the video programming (col. 5, lines 5-8; col. 18, lines 44-56); 

It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of 
Zigmund (figure 5) to include characteristics infomriation which are in a one-to-one 
correspondence with the programs that can be received by the second receiving 
means, and the characteristics information showing characteristics of program reception 
apparatuses that should receive the program, as taught by Zigmund (related to figure 
8), for the advantage of selecting advertisements using the web browsing capability of a 
WebTV box (col. 10, lines 23-25; col. 11, lines 18-21). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Zigmund teaches the first receiving means (video switch 90) 
receives a television program which is broadcast one-sidedly (nationally broadcast over- 
the-air) to unspecified program reception apparatuses (col. 7, lines 2-7 and 17-19), and 
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the second receiving means receives an internet program whicli is transmitted to 
only program reception apparatuses which have requested the internet program (col. 
1 9, lines 1 2-1 9; col. 1 5. lines 5-1 7). 

Regarding claim 12 Zigmund teaches the switching means (switch 90) switches 
the reception from the television program to the internet program (col. 19, lines 19-21; 
col. 17, lines 30-32; col. 15, lines 59-65). 

Regarding claim 13, Zigmund teaches the first receiving means (video switch 90) 
receives a main program which is broadcast across a predetermined geographical area 
(col. 15, lines 45-47; col. 8, lines 29-32; col. 7,lines 2-12 & 17-24; col. 6, lines 30-32), 

and the second receiving means receives a commercial or news (informational 
programming) which is broadcast to only a part of the predetermined geographical area 
(col. 19, lines 19-21; col. 17, lines 30-32; col. 15, lines 59-65; col. 14, lines 25-35 & 49- 
65; col. 9, lines 15-20; col. 6, lines 15-29). 

Regarding claim 14, Zigmund teaches the switching means switches the 
reception from the main program to the commercial or news (col. 15, lines 57-61; col. 
17, lines 28-31). 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clyde H. Jones III whose telephone number Is 571-272- 
5946. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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